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The following case occurred two years ago. I took notes of it at the time, and put the specimen to be considered presently into methylated spirit, with the intention of reporting it at length. Not doing so, however, just then, the notes and specimen have remained until now, but both are happily in a state of very good preservation.
To begin with the circumstances relative to the confinement. On the 26th January 1881 In the course of a day or two, however, she noticed an eruption over the uterine region in front, and this, coupled with the fact that she was then suffering some inconvenience from piles, induced her to seek medical advice. Accordingly, I saw her on 25th November, and found the eruption to be vesicular in character. This yielded to very simple remedies, oxide of zinc ointment locally, and a few laxative powders. I likewise gave her some ungt. gallse cum opio.
From this to the time of her confinement she felt no unusual inconvenience from the uterine tumour. She made an excellent recovery from her confinement.
As regards the specimen, it is peculiar in having six digits on each hand, and also on each foot,?instances of over-development. There are also instances of arrest of development?exoinphalos, double hare-lip, and cleft palate.
Remarks.?The most feasible view appears to be that the child born dead was killed by the accident which the mother sustained about two months before her confinement. That this was so is strengthened by the fact that shortly after the accident there was a sign of local disturbance, as indicated by the eruption over the uterine region. Seeing the dead child was expelled after the living, it would in all probability occupy the highest part of the uterus, and thus be more likely to be affected by the accident. As usual, no putrefaction occurred, and thus the foetus could be retained without producing constitutional The President thought it was very probable that the injury to the mother had caused the general arrested development of the second twin. From the fact that the twins were in quite separate membranes, the placental circulation of the fully developed one was not interfered with. The fact that a perfectly healthy child was born along with the deformed one illustrated the fact to which Crede had drawn attention, that the development of twins was quite independent. It was interesting to note the existence of exomphalos with deformities of the extremities. In the last cases shown to the Society it occurred with spina bifida and with anencephaly.
Dr Peter Young remarked on the existence of backward curvature of the lower limbs with exomphalos.
